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Dear ASB/Leadership Advisor,

Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things. 
—Peter F. Drucker

!ere is no doubt you understand this quote. ASB Advisors are always 
one of the hardest working teachers on the campus implementing this 
philosophy while making it a better place for all. !ank you for making 
such a di"erence in the lives of others and I hope allowing us to contribute 
to your goal of teaching student leaders the “bigger picture” so together we 
can create permanent positive change on every campus.

!e mission of the California Association of Student Leaders (CASL) is 
to provide a statewide network that facilitates the development of ethical, 
responsible, and servant leaders. CASL’s initiative is to inspire, equip and 
empower students to be e"ective future leaders of the world. With this, we 
o"er you the opportunity to invite your student leaders to the CASL State 
Conference for three days of inspiration, networking, and learning many 
ways to lead your campus in a positive direction. From the world-renowned 
speakers to the wide variety of over 25 e"ective workshops, special program 
rotations, region meetings, intrastates, Meet the Pro’s and our own special 
State Service Project to pay it forward and give back, we know your students 
will return to the campus a changed student leader. Our goal is to make 
a lasting impact on them so they will continue implementing all the 
leadership lessons and skills they learn at the CASL Conference throughout 
their middle school and high school careers and beyond. Together, with 
your guidance, we believe this is truly possible.

A Letter from the  
  Coordinator

!ank You for Your Investement in Our Student Leaders
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We recently were forwarded this letter from a parent (Albert Huang) of one 
of our delegates:

Dear Dr. Lowder, Superintendent, LUSD:

“A few weeks ago, my daughter Meredith attended the CASL Conference, 
along with 14 other Leadership Students. As a professor, I have attended 
numerous professional conferences in the past. !e CASL Conference is one 
of the best conferences I ever attended. It was well planned and executed. 
!e amount of hard work and dedication put in by the organizers, teachers, 
and student leaders was evident in every detail. I was immediately impressed 
by the quality of the program, publications, speakers, presentations, and 
numerous activities that were both entertaining and educational for over 1000 
students who participated in the conference. What also impressed me was the 
cost. Amazingly, the students paid only a registration fee to cover everything, 
including nice hotels, speakers, t-shirts, bus rides and several meals. I have 
no doubt that the 15 students who were fortunate to attend the conference 
will remember this experience for the rest of their lives. !is is the kind of 
experiential learning that will have an impact on our future leaders.”

!e CASL State Conference is truly an incredible experience for your student 
leaders and I thank you for investing in leadership training and providing this 
generation an opportunity to become the best student leaders possible. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me with any suggestions or questions.

Sandra Kurland
CADA/CASL Leadership Development Coordinator
Promoting and supporting leadership development and student activities
619-957-9107
sandra.kurland@caslboard.com
www.cada1.org
www.casl1.org
facebook.com/CASLfan
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Growing Great Leaders
Personal and Practical Advancement for Student Leaders

At the CASL State Conference, your school’s student leaders will be o"ered 
opportunities to learn more about their place in creating a positive, comfortable 
school culture where all students are empowered to raise their voices and 
participate.  A#er actively participating in workshops led by professionally-
trained high school students, 
hearing from widely respected  
keynote speakers,  putting their 
knowledge and motivation to 
work at the Service Learning 
Project, and maybe even 
presenting their own Meet the 
Pro’s session, your students will 
return to campus motivated and 
equipped to make a di"erence.

State-Wide Networking
Sharing Ideas Locally, Across California, and Beyond

One of the conference’s primary goals is to allow students to experience 
the value of idea-sharing. To foster cooperation amongst local schools, 
time is set aside in Region Meetings for you and your students to work 

with and talk to delegates from 
schools local to you. During intrastate 
sessions, conference delegates join 
networking groups of students from 
all over California—and from visiting 
states and nations—where they will 
participate in idea-sharing activities 
led by a CASL-trained facilitator. 

By utilizing the many structured networking times at the conference, 
students  will  return to campus with fresh perspectives  on classic  
traditions and plenty of new ideas for activities and strategies they’ve never 

tried. 
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Student-Led Workshops
Learning from Peers Who’ve Been There—and Succeeded

Every student has faced challenges in their leadership careers, and those 
who haven’t yet will most de$nitely face them soon. At the CASL state 
conference, your student leaders can learn from students just like them who 

have faced di%culties and discovered 
strategies for success. Elected and 
appointed members of the CASL State 
Board who have been professionally 
trained in presentation skills will 
teach 30-minute workshops on topics 
ranging from event publicity and 
personal time management to  staying 
motivated and dedicated in the most 

trying times. Professionals from outside organizations will also join the 
CASL Conference team of presenters to contribute their valuable knowledge 
and experiences for students who are ready for more advanced material, 
creating a well-rounded and relatable conference curriculum for all. 

Service Learning Project
Applying Knowledge and Moving Beyond Ourselves

The CASL State Conference is excited 
to present a state-wide Community 
Service Learning Project where each 
delegate will have the opportunity 
to give back to children who don’t 
have the opportunity to tell their own 
stories. !is year, we will be focusing 
on the stories behind children in 
hospitals and orphanages, and those 
children who aren’t lucky enough to feel security in their daily lives. Delegates 
will walk away with a new Service Learning Project which they can bring 
back to their schools in order to start a chain reaction of servant leadership!
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Meet the Professionals
Every Delegate Gets a Chance to Shine

All student leaders—whether this is their $rst year in leadership or they were 
born with campaign &yers in their hands—have something they can bring to 
the table at the CASL conference. Delegates from every school are encouraged 
to apply as Meet the Pro’s presenters, and, if selected, will have the chance 
to present three, 10-minute round 
-table sessions to a group of 12 of 
their peers on an activity, event, 
or program in which they have 
seen much success. In addition 
to gaining valuable presentation 
experience and developing 
interpersonal skills, presenters 
will receive a commemorative 
certi$cate and t-shirt.

1�����!�����-�~��
Taking Leadership to the Next Level

The CASL  Conference is unique to other student leadership conferences in that 
its organization comes from the hard work of a dedicated team of empowered 

student leaders. Your students have the 
opportunity to join this team and share 
their own legacies of student leadership 
by applying or running for state board 
o%ce at the CASL conference. Board 
members will receive advanced training 
from leadership professionals and will 
travel the state to present at leadership 

retreats and conferences as they gear-up for and plan the 2014 conference. 
Elected positions are available as Regional and Freshman Directors, and 
appointed positions are available for students talented in Communications/
Public Relations or in Web and Media. For more information on elections 

and to apply, visit www.casl1.org.
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Scholarship Opportunities
Enabling Students to Continue their Dreams

CASL and USA Student Travel would like to recognize those students 
who’ve invested heavily in their communities by o"ering a one-thousand 
dollar scholarship to one senior from a 
CADA/CASL member school that will be in 
attendance at the conference. !e David Knieriem 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded not neccessarily 
on a student’s class ranking or grade point 
average, but on the value they have placed on 
service to others. New this year, CADA/CASL will 
also be o"ering a one-thousand dollar “Imagine” 
scholarship to a student who has used their leadership skills to make an 
impact on their home campus. For information on scholarships (including 
deadlines) and to apply, visit www.casl1.org 

Outstanding Leadership Program Awards
Recognizing True Greatness

From sports to debate and academic decathalons, there is no shortage of 
state and national recognition for student groups who excel at what they do—
except when it comes to the students who make all of those programs possible. 
CASL recognizes schools whose leadership programs create a strong and 
uni$ed culture while including the voice of every student with its Outstanding 
Leadership Program Award. All schools are encouraged to apply by visiting 
www.casl1.org.

Offsite Activity
Taking a Little Time Out to Just Have Fun

Between student-led workshops, local and state-wide networking sessions, 
Meet the Pro’s, elections, and all of the other learning opportunities at the 
conference, student leaders need some time to relax and just enjoy each 
others’ company. !is year, USA Student Travel will take students to the Santa 
Cruz Boardwalk for roller coaster rides, great food, and a dance provided by 
SOS Entertainment.
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For booking & info, contact
Sandra Kurland

CASL State Coordinator
sandra.kurland@caslboard.com

(619) 957-9107

Led by the CASL State Coordinator, Leadership Development Days utilize 
experiential learning activities to provide students with the skills they need to change 
the course of their campuses’ futures.

The day-long training connects student leaders from local schools and takes 
place at a host site facility (a school for any grade level). Delivered in a unique, 
interactive style, students work in small groups of peers in order to learn specific 
leadership skills and enrich group dynamics. The curriculum centers on skills related 
to team-building, communicating, prioritizing, risk-taking, and learning through 
experience and evaluation. Leaders are challenged to include more students in the 
leadeership base, discover individuals’ strenghts, and determine how to change the 
culture and climate of their schools in a positive way.

...all for only $25 per student!
“The Leadership Development Day really inspired me because it proved you can get a 
lot of people involved in your school with the right environment and role models and 
you can get other students to connect with others without being scared! This inspired 
me to try to do this to not only the people at my school, but everywhere around me!”

—Nikki Effenberger, Bear Valley Middle School Student
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Registration Information
How to Get !ere

Early Bird Registration Costs

Early bird pricing requires registration packets to be postmarked by February 17th, 2013. 
A!er February 17th, 2013, please add $50.00 per participant to all prices listed. Registration is 
o"cially closed March 12th, 2013, but please note that registration has reached capacity prior to 
the registration date for the last two years. 

Hotel & Travel
San Jose Doubletree Hotel
2050 Gateway Place, San Jose, CA 95110
Please arrive between 10 am and 12 pm on the #rst day for registration and the #rst session 
which will begin promptly at 1 pm. Please plan on leaving some time a!er 1 pm on the last day 
to make sure you don’t miss a moment of the conference. 

Supervision
All students must be under the supervision of a school-approved, designated adult. !e advisor 
will be the responsible, on-site, decision maker for the students. Certi$cated educators who 
are members of the California Association of Directors of Activities supervise all conference 
activities. During school meetings, all students are to be under the direct supervision of their 
designated conference adult advisor.

Transportation
Students are asked to be transported by their parents or guardians or a school  o%cial (like 
an activities advisor), or by public transportation (planes, trains, and busses). Please do not 
allow student leaders to drive themselves to the conference; we’d like everyone to arrive safe, 
distraction-free, and ready to learn.

Valuables
Cell phones, iPads, Laptops, and iPods are fun and useful, but traveling with them can be 
risky. CADA/CASL accepts no responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged items—please leave 
any unneccessary valuables at home.

Cancellations and Refunds
We can’t imagine why you’d cancel a registration, but if something comes up and a cancellation 
must take place, a processing charge of $50 per participant will be deducted from your refund. 
Refunds must be in writing and received no later than February 17th, 2013. Cancellations 
a#er February 17th, 2013 will be honored only if another delegate of the same gender $lls the 
cancelling delegate’s place. Delegates must $nd their own replacements. Replacements must 
be made no later than March 9th, 2013. 
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Top 10 Things To Know
About the CASL State Conference

1. The registration price includes all expenses: hotel for 2 nights, all meals 
while attending the conference, the o"site activity transportation and entry 
fees (Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk) as well as all giveaways upon registration 
(name badges, programs, folders, T-shirts and special surprise giveaway 
items).

2. For those traveling by plane, upon arrival in San Jose follow the signs to 
the hotel shuttle area.  !e Doubletree Hotel shuttle runs about every 15 
minutes and is free.  !ere are also taxis waiting there as well and it is about 
a 5 minute drive and costs about $7.00 depending upon how many student 
leaders you decide can $t inside the taxi.  

3. Upon arrival at the Doubletree, CASL shall greet you with a smile and 
provide direction.  Luggage will be stored (according to Area) in designated 
rooms and registration will be on the main &oor.  If you have a student leader 
presenting a Meet the Pro’s or running for the State Board, you will continue 
a#er the main registration to the designated area on the second &oor and 
check in there as well.

4. There is a CASL store which sells some CASL apparel but is only open 
during registration and other eating times – not during the general sessions, 
workshops, etc.
  
5. Lunch the $rst day will be on your own as everyone will be arriving at 
di"erent times. !ere are a few places across the street from the Doubletree 
that you can take your student leaders to eat if you wish.  We will also have 
some fun in&atable obstacle courses and the like during registration.  

6. Apparel – Please encourage your delegates to wear comfortable clothing 
throughout the conference as we are very active in most sessions. School 
T-shirts are encouraged to show your school pride, and a special CASL 
Conference T-shirt will be given to every delegate upon registration.  You 
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may want to bring a light jacket for our Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk night. 
7. Service Project…because it’s always about giving back we will continue our 
tradition of the Service Learning Project.  Delegates will walk away with a new 
idea/program to bring back to their school, in order to start a chain reaction of 
servant leadership!

8. Be sure to visit the Presidential Suite set up for advisors to network with 
other advisors and have a quiet place to snack and drink a soda or two.  Also 
make plans to attend the advisors meeting where you will receive important 
things such as the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk tickets and such.   

9. Workshops will soon be posted online and we will once again make sure your 
delegates are given an opportunity to attend a variety of workshops with their 
prearranged tickets.  It is ideal of course to cover as many di"erent workshops 
as possible in order to bring many di"erent ideas back to your campus.  We 
are excited to also be o"ering a special workshop for your President (or a 
representative) to empower them to lead the way through the conference as 
well as a special workshop for candidates running for the board.  Both of these 
tickets will be included in your ticket packets. 

And number 10!
 
Encourage your students to maintain a positive spirit throughout the entire 
conference, network as much as possible with students from other schools and 
enjoy this amazing opportunity you have provided them.

Still Have Questions?
We Can’t Wait to Answer !em

For questions about CADA/CASL membership or conference registration, 
contact CADA/CASL Central:
 Telephone: (888) USE-CADA | (888) 873-2232
 Email: info@cada1.org

For general information about CASL’s programs, contact Sandra Kurland:
 Telephone: (619) 957-9107
 Email: Sandra.Kurland@caslboard.com
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