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Improved Educational 
Outcomes

Higher grades, better 
attendance, less discipline 

concerns, increased 
confidence, connectedness to 

school



* Research from 3 high schools 
(2014/15)

Correlation with GPA
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Engaged students have 
improved academic 
performance.
✗ Involved students average 

GPA 3.53

✗ Uninvolved students average 
GPA 2.74
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G.P.A

Performing Arts 3.92

Clubs/Groups 3.99

Athletics 3.71

Intramurals 3.64

Total 3.86

Not Participating 2.93

Engaged 
students have 
improved 
academic 
performance.
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Engagement and the ACT

✗ In an activity: 76% chance ACT 
Composite score above 26

✗ Not in an activity: 40% chance ACT score 
in 21-25
 



Correlation with Attendance
• Involved students missed 3 fewer days
• 8 out of 10 chronically absent students were not 

involved
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Engaged students have better 
attendance.

✗ Involved students average 6 days absent

✗ Uninvolved students average 11 days absent 



Correlation with Discipline
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Who Is and Isn’t Engaged?
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Relevant Involvement Data
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What is 5-Star Students?
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✗ Activities
✗ Events
✗ Behaviors
✗ Interventions
✗ Online tickets

✗ Surveys and 
voting

✗ Dance check in
✗ Emergency check 

in



Formula for Success
Track
Keep track of student 
involvement in school 
activities and events 
with web, mobile and 
barcode scanning 
technology

Drive
Assign point values 
and incentives to drive 
involvement

Recognize
Manage programs to 
encourage and 
recognize school 
involvement. Publish 
results on-line 
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Keep Track of Involvement
“Follow the 5-point plan”

Collect student 
interests

Collect 
activities data

Gather event 
attendance 

data

Conduct 
feedback 
surveys

Compare data 
with other 

student info
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What Are Their Interests?
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Add Activity Participants



Track Event Attendance



Collect Feedback After Events



Compare With Other Student 
Information

• Grades
• Test Scores
• Attendance
• Discipline
• College Admissions

A+



What are we missing?
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Things that make you go hmmm

Socio- 
economics

Transportation Sense of
Belonging
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A Quantitative Study 
Exploring the Correlation 
Between Socioeconomic 
Status and Involvement in 
Extracurricular Activities

- D. Beagle

Dissertation findings on 
Student Engagement

The purpose of this study was 
to explore the relationship 
between participation in 
cocurricular activities and 
sense of belonging and 
teacher-student relationships 
in high school students.
            -T. Goergen
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- Narrowing the focus -



Socioeconomics
Is a student’s SES preventing 
them from being engaged in 
extracurricular activities?



Place your screenshot here
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Snapshot of 
demographics of 
student population.

We don’t know 
what we don’t 
know ...



Place your screenshot here
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Our hispanic population 
makes up 14% of our 
student population and is 
our largest demographic of 
students not participating 
in extracurricular activities.

Who is not 
engaged?



Grade Level Engagement Distribution

Freshman Class
86.7 % in at least 1 activity
65.9% in 2 or more activities

Junior Class
84.5 % in at least 1 activity
67.2% in 2 or more activities
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Sophomore Class
83.8 % in at least 1 activity
65.3% in 2 or more activities

Senior Class
80.5 % in at least 1 activity
63.0% in 2 or more activities
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Gather information to guide school 
improvement efforts of school leaders.

Why are you not involved?
✗ Employment
✗ Family Commitment
✗ Financial 
✗ Transportation
✗ Travel Program
✗ Unsure how to get involved

Survey Students



Dissertation 

Socioeconomic
Status

● Hispanic
● Gender
● Seniors

Target
Engagement
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Research Questions:
✗ RQ1: What is the relationship between the SES of Hispanic 

students and involvement in school-based extracurricular 
activities?

✗ RQ2: What is the relationship between the SES of female 
students and involvement in school-based extracurricular 
activities?

✗ RQ3: What is the relationship between the SES of male 
students and involvement in school-based extracurricular 
activities?

✗ RQ4: What is the relationship between the SES of students in 
Grade 12 and involvement in school-based extracurricular 
activities?



Results:
✗ RQ1: Not a significant correlation between the SES of 

participants identified as Hispanic and involvement in 
school-based extracurricular activities.

✗ RQ2: A significant correlation between the SES of 
participants identified as female and involvement in 
school-based extracurricular activities.

✗ RQ3:  A significant correlation between the SES of 
participants identified as male and involvement in 
school-based extracurricular activities.

✗ RQ4: Not a significant correlation between the SES  of 
participants identified as students in Grade 12 and 
involvement in school-based extracurricular activities.
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Informed Actions:
✗ SES Literature: Financial Assistance 

Guide
✗ Fee Waiver Services

✗ Resources available upon request
✗ Improve Communication

✗ Counselors
✗ Parents 

Next Steps: 
✗ Explore correlation between Bus Routes 

and students not engaged in 
extracurricular activities.



A Quantitative Study 
Exploring the Correlation 
Between Socioeconomic 
Status and Involvement in 
Extracurricular Activities

- D. Beagle

Dissertation findings on 
Student Engagement

The purpose of this study was 
to explore the relationship 
between participation in 
cocurricular activities and 
sense of belonging and 
teacher-student relationships 
in high school students.
            -T. Goergen
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- Narrowing the focus -



Sense of Belonging
Are involved students more 
likely to feel a sense of 
belonging to the school 

community?



We’ve built high schools 
that...
✗ Create increased competition among students
✗ Focus on test scores

✗ Increase pressure on the college admissions 
process

✗ Encourage inauthentic engagement
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Our students 
report 
experiencing:

✗ Academic stress
✗ Social stress
✗ Anxiety
✗ Depression
✗ Family issues
✗ Loneliness
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Gather information to guide school 
improvement efforts of school 
leaders.

✗ Understood
✗ Respected
✗ Matter 
✗ Connected to adults
✗ Overall belongingness

Survey Students



Research Questions
What degree of correlation, if any, exists between 
participation in school-sponsored activities and 
students’ sense of belonging?

What degree of correlation, if any, exists between 
participation in school-sponsored activities and 
teacher–student relationships?



Results
RQ1: There was a significant positive correlation between 
students’ participation in school-sponsored activities and 
sense of belonging (four individual items and composite 
score).  

RQ2: Participation in activities was not significantly 
related to teacher–student relationships.  
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Unique Ideas
Gaming 
Tournaments
Unique Speaker 
Series
International Soccer 
Games
Dodgeball
Fashion Shows
Film Festivals

Schools Got Talent
Dance Lessons
Crazy Decathlon
Quiz Bowl
Science 
Competitions
Book Club
Cooking Classes
Garbage Art Show

Car Show
Sidewalk Chalk 
Gallery
Cook offs
Quidditch
Mini Plays
Tai Chi

42



43

• Examples: tutorial period, 
before/after school tutoring, office 
hours, etc.

• Track attendance, students can 
access data

• Individual teacher access
• Optionally check eligibility and 
send invitations

Intervention Tracking



Positive Behaviors PBIS



Technology
Online Voting Student AppManager App
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